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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE  

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

 

AMERICAN MARRIAGE MINISTRIES 

 

Opposer, 

 

vs. 

 

 

UNIVERSAL LIFE CHURCH 

MONASERY STOREHOUSE, INC., 

 

Applicant. 

 

 

Opposition No. 91237315 

 

Mark: GET ORDAINED 

 TM Application No: 87/430,729 

 

 

 

APPLICANT’S SUPPLEMENTAL 

OBJECTIONS AND RESPONSES TO 

OPPOSER’S FIRST SET OF REQUESTS 

FOR PRODUCTION 

 

 Applicant UNIVERSAL LIFE CHURCH MONASERY STOREHOUSE, INC., 

(“Applicant”), in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 2.120 and Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 26 and 

34, hereby submits the following objections and responses to the First Set of Requests for Production 

provided by Opposer, AMERICAN MARRIAGE MINISTRIES (“Opposer”).  

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

1. Applicant's investigation and development of all facts and circumstances relating to 

this the above-captioned proceeding are ongoing.  These responses and objections are made without 

prejudice to, and are not a waiver of, Applicant's right to rely on other facts or documents at any later 

state of this proceeding.  

2. By making the accompanying responses and objections to Opposer's requests, 

Applicant does not waive, and hereby expressly reserves, its right to assert any and all objections as 

to the admissibility of any responses and documents into evidence in this proceeding, or in any other 

proceedings, on any and all grounds including, but not limited to, competency, relevancy, materiality, 

and privilege. Further, Applicant makes the responses and objections herein without in any way 

implying that it considers Opposer’s requests or any responses or documents to be relevant or 

material to the subject matter of this proceeding.  

3. Applicant will produce responsive documents only to the extent that such documents 

are in the possession, custody, or control of Applicant, as set forth in the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure. Applicant's possession, custody, or control does not include any constructive possession 

that may be conferred by Applicant's right or power to compel the production of documents or 

information from third parties.  



-2- 

4. A response to a document request stating objections and/or indicating that documents 

will be produced shall not be deemed or construed that there are, in fact, responsive documents, that 

Applicant performed any of the acts described in the document request, or definitions and/or 

instructions applicable to the document request, or that Applicant acquiesces in the characterization 

of the conduct or activities contained in the document request, or definitions and/or instructions 

applicable to the document request. 

5. Applicant expressly reserves the right to supplement, clarify, revise, or correct any or 

all of the responses and objections herein, and to assert additional objections or privileges, in one or 

more subsequent supplemental response(s).  

GENERAL OBJECTIONS 

1.  Applicant objects to each instruction, definition, and request to the extent that it 

purports to impose any requirement or discovery obligation greater than or different from those under 

the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, 37 CFR § 2.120, or the applicable rules of the Trademark Trial 

and Appeal Board. 

2.  Applicant objects to each request to the extent that it expressly or implicitly calls for 

documents outside the possession, custody, or control of Applicant. 

3. Applicant objects to each request that is overly broad, unduly burdensome, or not 

reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence.   

4.  Applicant objects to each instruction, definition, and request to the extent that it seeks 

documents protected from disclosure by the attorney-client privilege, attorney work product doctrine, 

or any other applicable privilege or immunity. Should any such disclosure by Applicant occur, it is 

inadvertent and shall not constitute a waiver of any privilege.  

5.  Applicant objects to each instruction, definition, and request as overbroad and unduly 

burdensome to the extent it seeks documents or information that are readily or more accessible to 

Opposer from Opposer's own files, from documents or information in Opposer's possession, or from 

documents or information that Opposer previously produced to Applicant. Responding to such 

requests would be oppressive, unduly burdensome, and unnecessarily expensive, and the burden of 

responding to such interrogatories is substantially the same or less for Opposer as for Applicant. This 

objection encompasses, but is not limited to, documents and answers to interrogatories previously 

produced by Opposer to Applicant, all transcripts of depositions of employees and former employees 

of Opposer, all correspondence between the Applicant and Opposer, all other information provided 

by Opposer to Applicant, and all information previously produced by Applicant to Opposer in 

response to discovery requests of Opposer.  
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6.  Applicant objects to each request that calls for the production of confidential, 

proprietary, or trade secret information produced to the Applicant by other entities. 

7.  To the extent any of Opposer's requests seek documents or information that include 

expert material, including but not limited to survey materials, Applicant objects to any such requests 

as premature and expressly reserves the right to supplement, clarify, revise, or correct any or all 

responses to such requests, and to assert additional objections or privileges, in one or more 

subsequent supplemental response(s) in accordance with the time period for exchanging expert 

reports set by the Board.  

8.  Applicant objects to each requests that is vague or ambiguous. 

9. Applicant incorporates by reference every general objection set forth above into each 

specific response set forth below.  A specific response may repeat a general objection for emphasis 

or some other reason. The failure to include any general objection in any specific response does not 

waive any general objection to that request. Moreover, Applicant does not waive its right to amend 

its response. 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIONS AND RESPONSES 

REQUEST NO. 1: All Documents requested to be identified in Opposer’s First Set of 

Interrogatories. 

 

RESPONSE:  Applicant objects on all the grounds stated in Applicant’s Responses to 

Opposer’s First Set of Interrogatories to Applicant. Without waiving the foregoing objections, 

Applicant will produce non-privileged responsive documents to the extent set forth and not objected 

to in Applicant’s Responses to Opposer’s First Set of Interrogatories to Applicant. 

 

REQUEST NO. 2: All Documents in the possession, custody or control of Applicant 

which refer to or relate to Applicant’s knowledge of Opposer’s use of the slogan GET ORDAINED. 

 

RESPONSE:  Applicant objects on the grounds that this request is vague and ambiguous in 

its use of “refer or relate,” overly broad and unduly burdensome, and is not reasonably calculated to 

lead to the discovery of admissible evidence to the extent it seeks documents already in the 

possession of Opposer, and to the extent it seeks attorney work product and material subject to 

attorney-client privilege.  Without waiving the foregoing objections, Applicant responds as follows:  
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After a reasonable search, Applicant is unaware of any non-privileged responsive documents 

other than those already produced by Opposer in discovery. 

 

REQUEST NO. 3: All Documents in the possession, custody or control of Applicant 

which refer to or relate to any entity or person seeking trademark protection for the slogan 

GET ORDAINED. 

 

RESPONSE:  Applicant objects on the grounds that this request is vague and ambiguous in 

its use of “refer or relate,” is overly broad and unduly burdensome to the extent it seeks documents 

already in the possession of Opposer, and to the extent it seeks attorney work product and material 

subject to attorney-client privilege.  Without waiving the foregoing objections, Applicant will 

produce non-privileged responsive documents that have not already been produced to Opposer or 

Opposer’s counsel. 

 

REQUEST NO. 4: All Documents in the possession, custody or control of Applicant 

which refer or relate to any plans of Applicant to expand or extend its use of the mark 

GET ORDAINED beyond current use on its website. 

 

RESPONSE:  Applicant objects on the grounds that this request is vague and ambiguous in 

its use of “refer or relate” and “on its website,” is overly broad, unduly burdensome, not reasonably 

calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence because Applicant’s plans to expand or 

extend use bear no relation to the alleged generic or descriptive nature of the GET ORDAINED 

trademark, to the extent it seeks confidential and proprietary trade secret material, and to the extent 

it seeks attorney work product and material subject to attorney-client privilege.  Without waiving the 

foregoing objections, Applicant will produce non-privileged responsive documents that do not 

contain confidential or proprietary trade secret material. 

 

REQUEST NO. 5: All Documents in the possession, custody or control of Applicant 

which refer or relate to any use or plans of Applicant to use the mark GET ORDAINED to 

require that competitors cease use of GET ORDAINED on their website or in marketing material. 

 

RESPONSE:  Applicant objects on the grounds that this request is vague and ambiguous in 
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its use of “refer or relate” and “use of GET ORDAINED,” is overly broad, unduly burdensome, not 

reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence because Applicant’s plans to 

bear no relation to the alleged generic or descriptive nature of the GET ORDAINED trademark, to 

the extent it seeks confidential and proprietary trade secret material, and to the extent it seeks attorney 

work product and material subject to attorney-client privilege.  Without waiving the foregoing 

objections, Applicant responds as follows:  

 

After a reasonable search, Applicant is unaware of any non-privileged responsive documents. 

 

REQUEST NO. 6: All Documents in the possession, custody or control of Applicant 

which refer or relate to any authorization, license, franchise, assignment or grant from Applicant to 

another person giving the other person the right to use the GET ORDAINED mark and to sell 

products and/or services under the GET ORDAINED mark.  

 

RESPONSE:   Applicant objects on the grounds that this request is vague and ambiguous in 

its use of “refer or relate,” is overly broad, unduly burdensome, not reasonably calculated to lead to 

the discovery of admissible evidence because Applicant’s plans to bear no relation to the alleged 

generic or descriptive nature of the GET ORDAINED trademark, to the extent it seeks confidential 

and proprietary trade secret material, and to the extent it seeks attorney work product and material 

subject to attorney-client privilege.  Without waiving the foregoing objections, Applicant responds 

as follows:  

 

After a reasonable search, Applicant is unaware of any responsive documents. 

 

REQUEST NO. 7: All Documents in the possession, custody or control of Applicant 

which refer or relate to Opposer or to the use by Opposer of GET ORDAINED.  

 

RESPONSE:   Applicant objects on the grounds that this request is vague and ambiguous in 

its use of “refer or relate” and “use by Opposer of GET ORDAINED,” is overly broad, unduly 

burdensome, and is not reasonably calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence to the 

extent it seeks all documents that refer or relate to Opposer and documents already in the possession 

of Opposer, and to the extent it seeks proprietary and confidential trade secret material, and attorney 

work product, and material subject to attorney-client privilege.  Without waiving the foregoing 
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objections, Applicant responds as follows:  

 

After a reasonable search, Applicant is unaware of any non-privileged responsive documents 

that refer or relate to use by Opposer of the term “get ordained,” other than those already produced 

by Opposer in discovery. 

 

REQUEST NO. 8:  All Documents in the possession, custody or control of Applicant 

which refer or relate to the use by persons or entities other than Opposer or Applicant of 

GET ORDAINED. 

 

RESPONSE:  Applicant objects on the grounds that this request is vague and ambiguous in 

its use of “refer or relate” and “GET ORDAINED,” is overly broad and unduly burdensome to the 

extent it seeks documents already in the possession of Opposer, and to the extent it seeks proprietary 

and confidential trade secret material, attorney work product, and material subject to attorney-client 

privilege.  Without waiving the foregoing objections, Applicant responds as follows:  

 

After a reasonable search, Applicant is unaware of any non-privileged responsive documents 

that refer or relate to use by persons or entities other than Opposer or Applicant of GET ORDAINED, 

other than those already in the possession, custody, or control of Opposer. 

 

 

 

Dated this 14th day of November, 2018. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
/Michael P. Matesky, II/ 
 
Michael P. Matesky, II  
(Washington Bar No. 39586)  
MATESKY LAWPLLC  

1001 4th Ave., Suite 3200  
Seattle, WA 98154 
Ph: 206.701.0331     
Fax: 206.702.0332     
Email: mike@mateskylaw.com;   
 litigation@mateskylaw.com 
 
Attorney for Applicant  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 

I hereby certify that I have served the foregoing document on Opposer’s counsel of record 

by email transmission to nancy.stephens@foster.com and renee.stewart@foster.com, pursuant to 

Trademark Rule § 2.119(b), 37 C.F.R. § 2.119(b). 

 
 
 
 
Dated this 14th day of November, 2018   /s/ Michael P. Matesky, II/ 
        Michael P. Matesky, II 

 

 


